
Op. cit.

Op. cit. is an abbreviation of the Latin phrase opere ci-
tato,[1] meaning “in the work cited”.[1] It is used in an
endnote or footnote to refer the reader to a previously
cited work, standing in for repetition of the full title of the
work.[1] Op. cit. thus refers the reader to the bibliography,
where the full citation of the work can be found, or to a
full citation given in a previous footnote. Op. cit. should
never therefore be used on its own, which would bemean-
ingless, but most often with the author’s surname,[1] or
another brief clue as to which work is referred to. For
example, given a work called The World of Salamanders
(1999) by Jane Q. Smith, the style would typically be
“Smith op. cit.", usually followed by a page number, to
refer the reader to a previous full citation of this work (or
with further clarification such as “Smith 1999, op. cit." or
“Smith, World of Salamanders, op. cit.", if two sources
by that author are cited). Given names or initials are not
needed unless the work cites two authors with the same
surname, as the whole purpose of using op. cit. is econ-
omy of text. For works without an individually named
author, the title can be used, e.g. "CIA World Fact Book,
op. cit." As usual with foreign words and phrases, op. cit.
is typically given in italics. The variant Loc. cit., an ab-
breviation of the Latin phrase loco citato meaning “in the
place cited”,[1] has been used for the same purpose but
also indicating the same page not simply the same work;
it is now rarely used or recognized.
The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition, considers that
op. cit. and loc. cit. are “rightly falling into disuse”, and
“instead uses the short-title form”,[1] e.g. the formWorld
of Salamanders, to use the example above.[2] Various dif-
ferent styles call for other alternatives, such as a reference
to the author’s surname and publication year, e.g. “Smith
1999”.
Op. cit is contrasted with ibid., an abbreviation of the
Latin adverb ibidem, meaning “in the same place; in that
very place”[3][4] which refers the reader to the title of the
work in the preceding footnote. The easily confused idem
(sometimes abbreviated id.), the Latin definitive pronoun
meaning “the same”[5] is also used on occasion (especially
in legal writing) within footnotes, and is a stand-in for
the last-cited author, rather than title.[5] The Latin adverb
supra, meaning “above” means simply “see above” and
can therefore be somewhat imprecise.

1 Examples

Footnotes 9 to 15:

• (9) R. Millan, Art of Latin Grammar (Academic:
New York, 1997), p. 23.

• (10) G. Wiki, Language and Its Uses (Blah Ltd.:
London, 2000), p. 217.

• (11) G. Wiki, Towards a More Perfect Speech (Blah
Ltd.: London, 2003), p. 354.

• (12) G. Wiki, I Say, You Say (Blah Ltd.: London,
2003), p. 35.

• (13) Millan, op. cit., p. 5.

• (14) Wiki 2000, op. cit., p. 66.

• (15) Wiki, I Say, You Say, p. 4.

Reference number 13 refers to the last cited work by the
author R. Millan, and hence, it is the same as in number
9 (R. Millan, Art of Latin Grammar), although the page
referred to is different. Reference number 14 refers to
reference number 10, Language and Its Uses (because the
work was published in 2000), page 66. Reference number
15 refers to reference number 12: there are two works by
Wiki published in 2003 so you must use the title.
For the short-title form:

• (9) R. Millan, Art of Latin Grammar (Academic:
New York, 1997), p. 23.

• (10) G. Wiki, Language and Its Uses (Blah Ltd.:
London, 2000), p. 217.

• (11) G. Wiki, Towards a More Perfect Speech (Blah
Ltd.: London, 2003), p. 354

• (12) G. Wiki, I Say, You Say (Blah Ltd.: London,
2003), p. 35

• (13) Art of Latin Grammar, op. cit., p. 5.

• (14) Language and Its Uses, op. cit., p. 66.

• (15) I Say, You Say, p. 4.

This is exactly the same as the long form above.

2 See also
• Bibliography

• MLA style (may or may not apply to APA style)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_phrase
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endnote
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Footnote
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loc._cit.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Manual_of_Style
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ibid.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supra_(grammar)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MLA_style
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APA_style
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4 External links
• Dictionary.com: ibid

• Introduction to bibliographies and citation styles

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-226-10420-1
http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=ibid&r=67
http://www.nongnu.org/bibulus/bibcit.html
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5 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

5.1 Text
• Op. cit. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Op.%20cit.?oldid=632238024 Contributors: LA2, Jengod, CryptoDerk, Piotrus, Discospin-
ster, Rich Farmbrough, Rspeer, Zenohockey, Sasquatch, Ahruman, Pjacklam, FlaBot, YurikBot, 4C, SMcCandlish, SmackBot, Sebesta,
Jerome Charles Potts, JREL, Fiziker, Cybercobra, Lancelot Du Lac, MikeHobday, JForget, Andyras, Cydebot, Doady, Thijs!bot, Tom-
Rawlinson, Billdup, TheEditrix2, MartinBot, Ben MacDui, CME GBM, STBotD, Roger1594, TXiKiBoT, Rei-bot, Daisydaisy, SieBot,
The.helping.people.tick, M.O.X, Addbot, TomorrowsDream, Razzairpina, Luckas-bot, Ptbotgourou, Mauro Lanari, Oundhakar, Xqbot,
Autocorrelation, Lukemassa, RoyGoldsmith, Silberštejn, Lobsterthermidor, Sassyloulou, OccultZone and Anonymous: 25

5.2 Images

5.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Op.%2520cit.?oldid=632238024
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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